The Problem of Increased Earnings
defined and complementary to each other, any such co-
operation should result in  mutual good
The advantages of the railways themselves taking to the
roads are great. Firstly, the entire road section could he
used as an extension of the railway system entailing no
break of service. Secondly, the difficulties in the way of
negotiating the terms on which co-ordination would other-
wise have to be effected are eliminated. Thirdly, where a
branch line does not pay its way, instead of incurring the
high and unnecessary costs of operating a full complement
of half-empty trains, a road vehicle could be pressed into
service, thus necessitating a less frequent train service,
Lastly, it would be much easier for the railways to offer
better services than private undertakings because of their
high financial position. In the absence of the railway
doing so, co-ordination of the first type r&., voluntary
road-rail co-operation will have to be resorted to. This
would ensure through booking facilities, interehangeability
of tickets and use of each other's booking offices and other
facilities. That this is possible only on feeder routes is
seen from the fact that the United Motor Service of
Coimbatore which works feeder routes as an out-agency for
the South Indian Railway at Gobichettipalayara, Palladam
and Dharapuram, nevertheless, competes with the railway
on other routes such as Coimbatore-Mettupalayam.
The assumption of road powers would necessitate some
expenditure on special establishment and would make it
compulsory on the railways to conform to statutory control,
Some measure of the economy of road transport could be
obtained by trying light cars of low running expenses on
branch lines. The ultimate end in view of all under-
takings, road or rail, should be the maximisation of the
load factor. We have seen that, for the most part, the
eosts of railway operation are largely fixed so that if heavy
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